1 This document was prepared by a group of 'listeners' on behalf of the participants of the conference. These were: Mr. Dennis Frado, USA, Rev. David Haslam, UK; Rev. Roxanne Jordan, South Africa; Dr Mikko Malkavaara, Finland, Rt Rev. Dr Isaac Mar Philoxenos, India; and Rev. Robina Winbush, USA. This was done to enable them, as friends of Dalits, to formulate their own responses in solidarity with Dalits and in the light of their experiences during the conference. The conference discussed the document, agreeing to its intent and structure and proposing some changes to the content. Two younger Dalit activists, Ms Rama Devi Hansraj and Rev. Raj Bharat Patta then joined the listeners group to work on further amendments to the document, before handing it over to the organizing staff group for final editorial revisions. 2 John 4:11 3 Dozens were murdered, many injured, and property destroyed and looted following the 23 August 2008 murder of the leader of the militant Hindu organization, VHP, in the Indian state of Orissa. However, what was generally described as Hindu-Christian inter-communal violence expressed underlying caste tensions. The rampage that radical VHP followers went on after the murder (for which Maoist insurgents claimed responsibility) targeted Christian communities. Most Christians in the Kandhamal, Bargarh and Koraput Deogarh districts of Orissa are Dalits or Adivasis (tribal or indigenous people). State and federal governments and law enforcement authorities stood by and resistance to CBD. We were told that "Dalit" is the chosen name of the former "untouchable" communities which although it means "crushed" signifies their resistance and hope.
At the opening worship, it was said, "Today, regardless of where we come from, which church we represent, we all become Dalits. Not only for today and during this conference, but also for our life until Dalits are liberated, we all become Dalits." And, with sadness and anger, we heard many stories of the suffering of Dalitsmurder, rape, mutilations, beatings, humiliation, extreme poverty and the daily grinding discrimination and exclusion that is the lot of so many millions of Dalit people.
The Confessions
We were reminded in challenging and sometimes emotional terms of the continuing prevalence of caste in the church and the silence of the church in addressing caste both inside and outside the church. The representatives of the churches of the countries more directly affected by caste 5 wished to confess their complicity with CBD and to acknowledge that caste remains deeply entrenched in their churches today. This is manifested in leadership struggles, use of resources, unwillingness to challenge the authorities and failure to support victims of caste atrocities. These representatives also confessed the prevalence of patriarchy in their churches -which both reinforces casteism and creates double exclusion -and also their failures to support struggles for justice elsewhere.
The representatives of the churches in less-affected countries (LACs) and the wider ecumenical family wished to confess their ignorance with regard to CBD, their failure to study or explore this systemic oppression and their failure to accompany churches and communities suffering CBD.
During the meeting we were reminded by our Southern African colleagues of the declaration in the midst of their liberation struggle that "apartheid is heresy" and that "racism is sin". Likewise, we too wish to confess that "caste discrimination is a crime" and that "casteism is sin" because it contradicts the Christian teaching that all are created in the image of God.
In this document we speak primarily about CBD, but we recognize CBD is a product of the caste system, which Dalits believe needs to be annihilated to end social injustice, oppression and exclusion.
waited for days before reacting to the violence. Only after four days was a state of emergency declared. 4 On 29 September 2006, four members of a Dalit family in Khairlanji village of the Indian state of Maharashtra's Bhandara district were raped, mutilated and bludgeoned to death by fellow villagers. The 'provocation' for this attack was the fact that members of this family were educated and asserted their right to a life of dignity despite their poverty. When the sole surviving member of the family reported the crime, the police showed a characteristically disinterested and even contemptuous attitude to the investigation. 5 A debate emerged concerning the terminology of "caste-affected countries" (CACs) and "less-affected countries" (LACs). Some preferred alternative expressions such as "more directly affected countries" and "differently affected countries". However, all agreed that caste, casteism and caste-based discrimination affect not only those South Asian countries most often associated with these phenomena, but is a truly global concern. This conviction is based on (i) the Christian understanding of communio -with the suffering of one member of the body of Christ affecting the whole body, (ii) a general ethical understanding of relationships in community, and (iii) the salience of caste throughout the South Asian diaspora globally.
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The Acknowledgements
Firstly, we acknowledge that our primary concern is with India, as here about 200 million 6 people are affected, but we are also concerned for the millions 7 in other countries discriminated against on the basis of caste --or "work and descent" as the United Nations (UN) calls it --including in Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka as well as the Buraku community in Japan, the Osu community in Nigeria and similar communities elsewhere, whose experience and expression of struggle differs. For example, Dalits in Nepal are currently battling for proper recognition in the new Constitution. Many of our recommendations have particular reference to India.
We also acknowledge that CBD is a reality today resulting in routine social exclusion and discrimination; extreme vulnerability to violence; sexual abuse against Dalit women and children; trafficking; discrimination in schools and institutions of higher education; lack of access to disaster relief and mitigation measures; exclusion from markets, water sources and public services and public places; and reprisals when Dalits demand equality and justice. This is a systemic discrimination which permeates structures of governance, media and the criminal justice administration.
Secondly, we wish to acknowledge and to recognize the failure of the international community to address CBD. For those countries with involvement since colonial times, especially Britain, this failure dates back centuries. It includes the conditions under which independence was negotiated and subsequent political and economic relationships. The international community's common failure was most clearly revealed in the 2001 World Conference Against Racism (WCAR) in Durban, where over 200 Dalit activists sought to raise CBD, and the international community turned a deaf ear, to its shame and disgrace. Because of the collusion of other governments with the Indian government, the international community declined to address caste there and at many subsequent UN meetings.
Thirdly, we wish to acknowledge the additional sensitivities raised by this issue in the context of interfaith dialogue between Christians and Hindus. We acknowledge the right for all to preach, profess and practice their faith. We reject extremism and religious fundamentalism in every faith. We welcome interfaith dialogue that confronts casteism and upholds human dignity, especially Dalit liberation.
Our God who is present everywhere, particularly in the struggles of our people, Let your name be proclaimed by our acts of justice and truth, Help us to realize your sovereignty by being in solidarity with one another, Inspire us to do your will -to resist, confront and transform, as you have, Give us daily your grace to share our food, resources and ourselves with others, as you shared your life with us, Lead us not into the temptation of practising caste and being self-centred, Deliver us from all kinds of oppression and discrimination For your reign, power and glory shall come unto us when all of us live in the spirit of community governed by the values of dignity, mutual respect and equality. Amen. 
The Call
We present this Call in the name of justice for and solidarity with Dalits.
The churches of CACs
We call upon you to: (i) recognize and repent of your casteism, and eradicate it within the churches;
(ii) identify yourselves as churches in full solidarity with the Dalit movements and to speak with a united voice in working towards Dalit liberation; (iii) identify casteism as an ecumenical issue and locate it in the existing ecumenical bodies, and widen and deepen ecumenical cooperation in addressing this issue; (iv) create affirmative action policies and programmes for Dalits within the churches and their institutions at all levels (governance, management and employment), with specific programmes for Dalit youth; 9 'Manual scavenging' is the manual removal of excreta ('night soil') from 'dry latrines' (i.e. toilets without a flush system). This is a traditional occupation of Dalits, and is still performed almost exclusively by Dalitsespecially Dalit women. Some states in India have passed laws to abolish manual scavenging, and the national Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act 1993 prescribes penalties for the employment of manual scavengers or the construction of dry (non-flush) latrines of imprisonment for up to one year and/or a fine of Rs 2,000. However, manual scavenging persists throughout India (with an estimated 1.3 million Dalits still employed as manual scavengers), despite repeated government commitments to eradicate it. (iii) We call on the international community to support the campaign for the elimination of 'manual scavenging' by 2010.
Dalit Communities
We call upon you to practice unity with steadfastness and courage, both inside and outside the churches, to avoid division by 'sub-caste' and leadership competition, and to present a broad-based and democratic front in the liberation struggle. We also call upon you to act in solidarity with other struggles for justice. 
Lord we intercede

Conclusion and Affirmation
Finally, we the participants in the Bangkok Conference of March 2009 reject any notion of hierarchies of oppression. We look for a caste-free world, in which the human dignity and rights of everyone is affirmed irrespective of their social origin and identity. This, we believe, is the living water for which the Dalit Samaritan woman asked. We reaffirm our commitment to Dalits and all other marginalized and
